04/15/2004

Watershed Conservancy and Watershed Information Center (WC/WIC) Board 

Summary/Actions: March 25, 2004 (Meeting #8)

1. Call to Order; Roll Call.

Members Present: Diane Dillon, David Graves, Jake Ruygt, Donald Gasser, Kate Dargan, Tom Shelton, Charles Slutzkin, David Crawford, Bonnie Schoch, Carol Kunze
Members Excused:  Mike Rippey, Al Buckland, Phillip Blake, Jeffrey Redding

Staff Present:  Patrick Lowe, Jeff Sharp, Laura Anderson

2. Approval of Action Minutes

Meeting minutes of January 22, 2004 were presented to the Board.

Outcome:  Adopted as presented

3. Public Comment

None presented

Outcome:  None to report

4. Discussion and Possible Action:

Discussion and possible action to adopt the Napa County Conservancy and Watershed Information Center Strategic Plan and forward to the Board of Supervisors for their consideration (Stott Planning Assoc/Staff)

After Tina Stott presented a brief overview of the Board’s strategic planning process over the past six months, the Board reviewed and discussed their final draft strategic plan. The Board suggested broadening the natural resources goal in the plan to include the eventual de-listing of the Napa River from the State’s 303(d) list of impaired water bodies. Laura Anderson pointed out that the plan should correctly reference the Board’s membership composition as outlined in the recently adopted County Board of Supervisor’s resolution #04-26. The Board also requested staff to forward their plan to the County Board of Supervisors for their consideration.

Outcome:  The Board adopted the final draft of the their strategic plan after correcting the Board’s membership composition, to mirror that outlined in the County Board of Supervisor’s resolution #04-26, and amending the natural resources goal throughout the document to reflect the Board’s desire to de-list the Napa River from the State’s 303(d) list of impaired water bodies. The Board further requested that the plan be forwarded to the County Board of Supervisors for their consideration.

5. Updates/Reports:
a. Status update on the Napa County Baseline Data Report (BDR) (Staff)

Staff provided the Board with a brief update on the County’s BDR status. Background information was presented on the use of LIDAR technology in other communities (“LIDAR Sounds, Island County Applauds New Data Source”). Staff also outlined the BDR team-meeting schedule, coordination with UC Berkeley and current work progress. Staff further informed the Board that initial BDR sections would be available for their review starting in May or June and approximately monthly thereafter. 

Outcome:  Informational.

b. Update on the RWQCB progress on the Napa River TMDL Study (Staff)

Staff presented the Board with an overview of the TMDL presentation given by Mike Napolitano at the 22nd Annual Salmonid Restoration Conference in Davis. Staff summarized the RWQCB’s receptiveness to examining a wide range of watershed efforts and projects that ultimately have a positive cumulative effect on addressing some of the basin’s TMDL needs in a voluntary, non-regulatory fashion. Staff further noted that the Regional Board is still on track for preliminary release of a sediment budget in September.

Outcome:  Informational.

c. Demonstration of the Watershed Information Center (WIC) Website (MIG/Staff)

Steve Kokotas (consultant from MIG) presented the Board with an update on the website’s development and functionality. Steve reviewed the site tools including BDR support, calendar of events, maps, data/information library, discussion forums, polls and e-mail notification functions. Steve emphasized the major components of the site, as well as their flexibility.

Outcome:  Informational.

d. Update on grant approval for a shared Napa River watershed coordinator position with RCD (Staff)

Staff gave the Board an update on the recent approval of a grant funded through the Department of Conservation’s to support a fulltime Napa River watershed coordinator position. The position will be shared between the WIC and the RCD. Staff explained that the award provides salary only for a fulltime watershed coordinator over a three-year period and that coordination responsibilities will be jointly conducted by the two organizations. The grant will assist the WIC with implementation of its strategic plan and will support ongoing RCD watershed stewardship activities. 

Outcome:  Informational.

6. Presentation and Discussion:

Presentation by North Bay Watershed Association on membership and activities (NBWA)
Randy Raines of the North Bay Watershed Association (NBWA) provided a power point presentation to the Board outlining the mission, activities and membership benefits of the NBWA and requested consideration of joining their organization.

Outcome:  Informational.

7. Future Agenda Items / Announcements
a. Presentation on watershed monitoring evaluation (Staff)

An alternate (special) meeting date was discussed to facilitate a potential guest speaker on the topic of watershed monitoring.

Outcome:  Staff would e-mail the Board members a list of potential dates for an alternate April meeting. Until such arrangement, the next Regular Meeting will remain as scheduled for April 22, 2004 at 4:00pm, Second Floor Conference/Training Room, Hall of Justice, 1125 Third Street, Napa CA.

b. Announcements (Board/Staff)

None presented

Outcome:  None to report
8. Adjournment
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