08/19/2004

Watershed Conservancy and Watershed Information Center (WC/WIC) Board 

Summary/Actions: May 27, 2004 (Meeting #9)

1. Call to Order; Roll Call.

Members Present: Diane Dillon, Bonnie Schoch, Jake Ruygt, David Graves, Donald Gasser, Tom Shelton, Charles Slutzkin, Phillip Blake

Members Excused:  David Crawford, Kate Dargan, Carol Kunze

Absent Excused:  Mike Rippey, Al Buckland, Jeffrey Redding

Staff Present:  Patrick Lowe, Jeff Sharp, Laura Anderson

2. Public Comment:
Don Gasser commented that poor Board Member attendance is a problem. He suggested that Board Member attendance be addressed on a future meeting agenda.

3. Approval of Action Minutes:

Meeting minutes of March 22, 2004 were presented to the Board.

Outcome:  Adopted as presented

4. Announcements:

Charles Slutzkin announced that an initial watershed stakeholder meeting, coordinated through the RCD, to facilitate dialogue, education and awareness of watershed issues and efforts following Measure O & P was held on May 24, 2004. Updates of future meetings held by the group will be given to the WICC Board.

Outcome:  Informational.

5. Updates/Reports:
a. Update on the County’s Baseline Data Report (BDR) (Staff)

Staff presented a progress report on the Napa County Baseline Data Report (BDR). Current efforts are focused on securing climatic data, the completion of stream network mapping and identification of fire dependant ecosystems. A full presentation of the BDR project including, modeling demonstration and schedule will be given at the Board’s June 24, 2004 “Watershed Event” meeting.

Outcome:  Informational.

b. Update on the status of the Napa River TMDL project plan development by RWQCB (Staff)

County Conservation Division staff met with San Francisco Bay RWQCB representatives (Mike Napolitano and Peter Krottje) on May 21, 2004. The purpose of the meeting was to receive updates on the progress and possible regulatory requirements mandated by the State as a result of the TMDL process. RQWCB staff said that they are cognizant of community efforts underway to enhance and restore fisheries habitat and water quality of the Napa River Basin and that those efforts will be considered as a part of any Basin Plan Amendment, as well as any regulatory compliance that may be developed in the process. Public meetings as well as a draft of the sediment TMDL are expected in early Fall 2004. A nutrient draft TMDL will follow in early 2005. 

The Board requested that the WICC website be used in some fashion to report the status of the TMDL process, historical reasons for its development (past and present condition of the Napa watershed) and community events and activities currently underway that address the health and function of the Napa River watershed.

Outcome:  Informational.

c. Update on establishing CWIC Board alternates for elected officials serving on the Board (Staff)

At its earlier meetings, the Board discussed the idea of using alternates to ensure a quorum at its meetings. Staff, along with Counsel, developed a resolution for the County Board of Supervisors consideration that would amend the Board’s bylaws, allowing for alternate members for elected officials serving on the Board. On June 8th the resolution and amended bylaws will be brought before the Board of Supervisors for their consideration and approval.

Outcome:  Informational.

6. Discussion and Possible Action:

a. Discussion and possible action to request that the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) develop and recommend a Water Quality Monitoring Program to the Cons-WIC Board that will facilitate the de-listing of the Napa River from the 303(d) list of the water quality limited water bodies (Carried from the April 22, 2004 Agenda) (Staff)

This item was carried over from the Board’s April 22, 2004 Agenda. A quorum was not present on the Board’s April 22, 2004 meeting to take formal action.

Outcome:  The Board requested Staff convene a meeting of the TAC to discuss the development of a water-quality monitoring program to facilitate the de-listing of the Napa River from the 303(d) list.

b. Discussion and possible action on membership request by the North Bay Watershed Association (NBWA) to the County Board of Supervisors and the Napa City Council (Carried from the April 22, 2004 Agenda) (Staff)

This item was carried over from the Board’s April 22, 2004 Agenda. A quorum was not present on the Board’s April 22, 2004 meeting to take formal action.

Outcome:  The Board declined membership at this time.

c. Discussion and possible action to consider requesting that the County Board of Supervisors change the name of the Napa River Watershed Conservancy and Watershed Information Center Board to better embody the Board’s mission (Staff)

Outcome:  The Board recommended its name be changed to the Watershed Information Center and Conservancy of Napa County. The Board further directed Staff to take their recommendation to the County Board of Supervisors for their consideration and possible approval.

d. Discussion and possible action regarding request for contribution in support of the Blue Ridge- Berryessa Natural Area (BRBNA) Conservation Partnership (Staff)

Ray Krauss, representing the Partnership, gave a brief presentation of BRBNA’s organizational structure, mission and recent activities.

Outcome:  The Board supports the work of the BRBNA partnership. However, at this time the Board was uncertain of the level of monetary funding it could provide based upon its budget. The Board requested that Staff provide them with a WICC budget report to facilitate future monetary discussions. In the interim, the Board moved to forward a recommendation for monetary support of the BRBNA to the County Board of Supervisors for their consideration.

7. Presentation and Discussion:

Presentation on recent updates and estimated schedule for public release of the WIC Website (Steve Kokotas, MIG/Staff)
The WICC website was briefly demonstrate to the Board. A public preview of the site will be give at the Board’s June 24, 2004 “Watershed Event” meeting. Formal public launch is expected in early Fall 2004.

Outcome:  Informational.

8. Future Agenda Itmes

A Watershed Activities Report, BDR presentation, and public preview of the WICC website will be given during the Board’s July 24, 2004 “Watershed Event” meeting. The meeting will be held at 4:00pm in the Pelusi Building located at Kennedy Park in Napa.

9. Adjournment
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