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Why a Permit for 
Vineyard Properties?

• Vineyards and unpaved roads are 
widespread sediment sources

• One-sixth of Napa River and Sonoma 
Creek watersheds is planted in grapes

• Hillslope vineyard parcels include 
hundreds of miles of unpaved roads

• Permit ensures BMPs are in-place to help 
restore streambed sediment conditions



Vineyard Properties Permit

Parcels where ≥ 5 acres 
are planted in grapes

The General Permit requires landowners to:
• Develop a farm plan 
• Get the farm plan “verified”
• Implement the farm plan to achieve performance standards
• Report and conduct monitoring to assess progress
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Relief for Properties 
Impacted by Wildfires

One-year extension to all deadlines for properties
within perimeters of North Bay wildfires 

Grants to address fire-related water quality impacts



Map of Parcels Subject 
to General Permit

http://arcg.is/1GrCWH0

http://arcg.is/1GrCWH0


Approval of Third-Party Programs

• California Land Stewardship Institute

• California Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance

• Napa County Resource Conservation District

• Sonoma Resource Conservation District



Coordination with County 
Regulatory Programs  

Napa County Conservation Regulations and Sonoma County VESCO

• Hydrologic modeling

• Performance standards for new roads



Enrollment

• Online enrollment expected to begin by April 30

• Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
• Property acreage and planted acreage
• Contact information for owner and property manager



Monitoring and 
Reporting

Annual reporting form due by December 15 (each year):
• To track progress toward farm plan development and implementation
• Provide a basis for determining property acreage subject to required 

monitoring plan and report (streambed sediment and BMP effectiveness)
Napa County Farm Bureau plans to administer group monitoring program
• Monitoring plan in July 2020
• Monitoring report in July 2023



Outreach to Farmers

• Information Summary (January 2018)

• Fact Sheet (March 2018)

• Outreach to vineyard managers and owners (April and May 2018)

• Postcards to vineyard owners (May and June 2018)

• Outreach to vineyard managers and owners (June and July 2018)
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