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Recent History
• 2012-2016 Drought  AB 1668 & SB 606
• DWR hosted process focused on small 

water suppliers and rural communities 
(County Drought Advisory Group, CDAG)
– Vulnerability scoring and tool
– Develop recommendations on how to cover 

them with water shortage contingency plans

CDAG’s recommendations informed SB 552. 
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SB 552 Summary: New Requirements

• 1,000-2,999 connections + schools: Water shortage contingency plan (by July 2023)
• <1,000 connections: Drought assessment/element for 15-999 connections into 

Emergency Response Plan or Emergency Notification Plan
• All Small Suppliers: Supply conditions & production annual reporting
• All Small Suppliers: Drought resiliency standards – infrastructure upgrades

Small Water Suppliers*

• Create a standing County Drought & Water Shortage Task Force for state smalls and 
domestic wells (or similar alternative)

• Develop County Drought Plan (including risk assessment) for state smalls and 
domestic wells in the county (or similar alternative)

Counties

• Water Shortage Vulnerability Tool (small suppliers, private supplied homes and state 
small systems 5-15 connections)

• Establish Standing Interagency Drought & Water Shortage Task Force (with local 
government and stakeholder membership)

State

*Includes community water systems serving less than 3,000 connections and 3,000 
acre-feet. Includes non-transient, non-community water systems that are schools; 
excludes those covered under the requirements of Urban Water Management Plan

FOCUS OF THIS 
WORKSHOP
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SB 552 Summary: New Requirements for Counties

• Create a standing Drought & Water Shortage Task Force for 
state smalls and domestic wells (or similar alternative)

• Develop County Drought Plan for state smalls and domestic 
wells in the county (or similar alternative)

Counties

Purpose: To facilitate drought and water shortage preparedness for state small water 
systems and domestic wells within the county’s jurisdiction
Flexible format: A stand-alone plan or integrated as part of existing (or new) county plans
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County Drought Plan Elements
Plan elements must include:

• Potential drought and water shortage risk
• Proposed interim and long-term solutions for state smalls and domestic 

wells in the county

Consider at a minimum:
• Consolidations for existing water systems and domestic wells
• Domestic well drinking water mitigation programs
• Provision of emergency and interim drinking water solutions
• An analysis of the steps necessary to implement the plan
• An analysis of funding sources available to implement the plan
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County Drought Resilience Plan 
Guidebook Content

Chapter 1: Introduction – Provides an overview of how counties 
obtained the responsibility of facilitating drought and water shortage 
planning for state small water systems and domestic wells. 

Chapter 2: County Drought and Water Shortage Task Force –
Describes the SB 552 requirements for establishing a county 
drought and water shortage task force. 

Chapter 3: Drought and Water Shortage Risk Assessment –
Provides guidance on how to complete a vulnerability assessment 
that is geared towards informing short -term response actions and 
long-term mitigation actions.

Chapter 4: Short-Term Response Actions – Provides guidance 
on what counties may do to mitigate impacts during the early 
stages of drought and during ongoing drought conditions in areas 
that have had wells gone dry or are susceptible to water shortages.

Chapter 5: Long-term Mitigation Strategy and Actions –
Provides guidance on what counties may pursue in the long-term to 
secure reliable water supplies for state small water systems and 
domestic wells.

Chapter 6: Public Outreach, Information, and Engagement –
Provides guidance on practices for counties to conduct adequate public 
outreach and education as they develop and implement their County 
Drought Resilience Plan.

Chapter 7: Implementation Considerations – Provides guidance on 
the development, implementation, and maintenance of the County 
Drought Resilience Plan.

Chapter 8: Glossary – Provides definitions of key terms used within the 
Guidebook. 

Chapter 9: References – Provides summary of references used in the 
development of the Guidebook.
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Stakeholder Feedback
Workgroup:
• Held 4 meetings to solicit feedback 

on Guidebook Development and 
leverage the local perspective 

Public Meetings:
• Held 4 meetings to solicit public 

feedback on the Guidebook 
Development
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County Drought Resilience Plan Elements
Plan elements must include:

• Potential drought and water shortage risk
• Proposed interim and long-term solutions for state smalls and domestic 

wells in the county

Consider at a minimum:
• Consolidations for existing water systems and domestic wells
• Domestic well drinking water mitigation programs
• Provision of emergency and interim drinking water solutions
• An analysis of the steps necessary to implement the plan
• An analysis of funding sources available to implement the plan



Holistic Scope: 
Developing Indicators

Vulnerability

Precipitation

Wildfire Risk

Subsidence

Geology

Surround 
Land Use

Water 
Quality

Susceptible 
Wells

Dry Well 
Reports

Single 
Parent 

Household

No Vehicle

High poverty

Shallow 
wells

Sea level 
rise into 
coastal 

groundwater

Projected 
wildfire risk

Projected 
temperature 

change
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Social Vulnerability Indicators

Socio-Economic Status

• Median Household Income
• Per capita income
• Percent under poverty level

Household Composition 
and Language

• Percent 65 years and over
• Percent under 5 years
• Percent single parent 

households
• Percent of unemployment 

among employable age
• Percent without a high school 

degree among those over 25 
years

• Percent of population who 
speak less English less than 
very well

Housing & Transportation

• Percent of households with 
no vehicle

• Percent living in group 
quarters

• Percent renters
• Percent living in mobile 

homes

Social Vulnerability

Combined as single Social Vulnerability Index and to be offered individually



Tool to Explore 
and Access 
Data
• https://water.ca.gov/Pro

grams/Water-Use-And-
Efficiency/SB-552/SB-
552-Tool

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/SB-552-Tool
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Upcoming State Support for Drought 
Planning (SB 552)
A. Guidebook + Data Mapping Tool final
B. Trainings by plan topic + for tool (zoom & 

YouTube)
C. Two options for counties – one or the other:

1- Planning grant
2- Direct assistance

D. Online portal to submit County DRP – anticipated 
March 2023

E. Host share space for counties to learn from one 
another (in development)

To join email list of 
announcements related to 

SB 552

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552
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